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Letteb of James Buchanan to Conner Clark, Meadville, Penna. 

Cincinnati, 26 th Feby 1824. 
Mr. C. Clark. 

Dear Sir 

When I left Meadville I expected to have been back before this, 
but could not for several reasons. I presume no advantage can be taken 
of my absence, with respect to my suit — It is the farthest from my 
intentions to give Major Herriott an opportunity of injuring my 
Security. M r . Atkinson told me the evening before I left home, that 
there would be no necessity for my presence at Meadville before May 
Court, and probably not then. I cannot get home before April — but 
shall be there as early in that month as possible. I have met with 
two or three gentlemen here whose evidence will be material in my suit, 
and have written to M*. Seldon to send me a rule of Court to take their 
Depositions in legal form — I hope he will not neglect this — as it is 
that business only that detains me here. 

Respecting your acct*. I can give you no agreeable information. I 
have inquired at the Mayor's Office, and of many persons whom I 
thought well acquainted in this city, but can get no intelligence what- 
ever of either Youngs, Stedham or Bacon — Thomas Rodgers is on some 
Steam Boat that runs to Nashville, or on the Mississippi — I could learn 
nothing further about him, more than that he is able to pay if he 
can be found. The name of the Steam Boat I could not learn. I will 
inquire still further about these gentlemen — and may possibly find some 
of them before I return. If not, will leave their acct s . with Robert, 
according to your directions. He says he will do all in his power to 
collect them if he can hear of the persons. 

I have been doing nothing since my arrival here. An easy but 
unprofitable employment. At another Season I presume I could get 
business enough — but the Winter is always the dull Season in Cincin- 
nati — and the people are now generally crying out "lazy times." Be 
that as it will, however, and prejudices aside, give me Old Meadville for 
a place of residence — There a person can enjoy hospitable friendship, 
without formality — and it has always been the first wish of my heart 
to have some permanent situation there by which I could gain a decent 
living, and settle myself for life. In that case, I should never desire 
to set my foot out of Crawford County again. But there is no use 
in wishing — You know the vulgar proverb—Neither is there any use 
in Complaining — therefore I must be content. 

I am very anxious to hear who Gov. Shulze has made our Prothono- 
tary — Lowry I am in hopes. If not, d — n Shulze for a Dutchman. 

Robert sends his best respects to you — and says he is in hopes of 
seeing all his Meadville friends some time. Present my Compliments 
to M r ". Clark — to her I owe every feeling of good will that hospitality 
and Kindness can claim. I am not good at making acknowledgements, 
but can feel as grateful as another. 

In hopes to see you shortly, believe me, dear Sir, 

Most Sincerely Your Friend, 

Jas. Buchanan. 

Forgive my hasty scrawl — Remember me to Lowry. 
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Letter of Dr. William Shippen to His Brother, Jotge Edward 
Shippen of Lancaster, Penna. 

July 27th 1776 
My dear Brother, 

I was at Princeton when your note of 22nd July came to town. 
Billy received it and gave the necessary directions. We have nothing 
new from N. Y. of much importance, now and then a small skirmish 
between the Troops from different shores. Lord Howe's fleet not yet 
arrived. Our Troops swarm from every quarter, and are very impatient 
to be at them — but the General has prudence enough to keep them 
from running into imminent danger of every kind. I give you joy of 
the late declaration of Independence and it will now give not only more 
union but more force to the measures of defense while they may be 
necessary, for all the while it was delayed there was some danger 
(notwithstanding almost every province has shown great zeal for the 
common interest) that some unhappy circumstance might turn up & 
through human weakness or passion prevent the finishing so desirable 
an event in which we now have in our power what never happened to 
any people before in the world, I mean an opportunity of forming a 
plan of Government upon the most just, rational, equal principles; not 
exposed as others have heretofore been to caprice or accident or the 
influence of some mad conqueror or prevailing parties or factions of 
men but full power to settle our Government from the very foundation 
"de novo" by deliberate council directed solely to the publick good, with 
wisdom impartiality & disinterestedness having before us the experience 
of past ages, pointing out clearly the advantages and disadvantages of 
all former governments to assist us in our choice of each particular, & 
then we may look forward (Latin Quotation) to a more flourishing 
country than ever we have had, & I think in a short time may estab- 
lish a more mutual & lasting peace with Britain than ever as they 
may be sure of our trade if they treat us as well as others & if not, 
they dont deserve it. I dont wonder to see more of our Friends offended 
& full of resentment upon the change who have heretofore been at ye 
head of affairs, in short have in many instances behaved as though 
they thought they had a sort of fee simple in them and might dispose 
of all places of Honour and Profit as pleased them best now to be 
ousted or at least brought down to a level with their fellow citizens. 

My love to my Sister, Sally Yeates & Miss Patty & to cousin Sally 
Byrd when you see her 

Yours loving Brother 

Wm. Shippen 
Sukey desires me when I write to send 
her kind love to her Uncle and Aunt 

Life and Services of Colonel Henry Boqtjet. By Hon. Edward P. 
Bobbins. An address delivered before the Historical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania, in February of 1918, and printed in the July 1920 number 
of the Magazine of the Society. It is the best compiled biography of 
that distinguished soldier, whose victory at Bushy Run, one of the 
best contested actions ever fought between white men and Indians, 
established the dominion of England permanently throughout Western 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, and resulted in a peace with 
the Indians in league with Pontiac. 

Col. Efhraim Martin, Fourth New Jersey, Continental Line. — 
Dr. Edmund J. James, who wrote the memoir of Col. Martin, Penn- 
sylvania Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. xxxvi, p. 143 et seq., 
sends the following extracts from a letter from the Adjutant General's 
Department, Washington, D. 0.: 
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"The records also show that Ephraim Martin served in that war as 
Colonel of the 4th New Jersey Regiment (established 1776-1779), which 
regiment for a time was in General Maxwell's brigade. He was ap- 
pointed as such November 23, 1777, and was reported on a Pay 
Abstract for January 1779: supernumerary 11 February; which is under- 
stood to mean that he was honorably discharged February 11, 1779." 

Since Dr. James wrote the memoir, the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania has purchased Col. Martin's copy of the interesting letter he 
wrote to Gen. Washington, which follows: 

Springfield June 25 th 80 
Sir, 

I think it my duty to acquaint your Excellency with the state of 
facts respecting Ab m . Veel now in provost for harbouring & encouraging 
those spies who were executed. No man in the world is more averse 
to schreening the guilty, & I think it equally my duty to assist in 
relieving the innocent. I have long been acquainted with Veel; his 
character has always been that of an inoffensive, peacable man. I have 
taken the utmost pains to investigate the matter & I assure your 
Excellency, that in my most candid opinion, he is not the guilty person. 
I am on the track of the facts & hope very soon to unmask the whole 
affair. At present I am well convinc'd that a certain Jos: Shadwell, 
a relation of Veel's wife introduced the spies to his barn contrary to 
the knowledge of said Veel, but perhaps not without the knowledge of 
his wife. 

Should not your Excellency think proper to dismiss Veel altogether 
from this representation I will be responsable for his appearance at 
any future day, if suspicions continue against him & I request that for 
the present, he may be permited to return to his family. 

I have explained the matter much more fully to Maj Gen: Greene & 
Lord Stirling, whom I beg leave to refer your Excellency for further 
satisfaction on the head. 

I am, with the highest esteem & respect 

Your Excellency's most obedient 

and very humble servant 

Eph: Martin 

Fishels BtnaED at the Eoth Church, near Spring Grove and La 
Botte, York County, Penna. This church, also known as Trinity Re- 
formed Church, is one hundred and thirty-five years old, and it is as- 
serted that some twenty years ago the Church Board ordered the 
destruction of their records. In addition to the Fishels, a great many 
of the following families are buried in its cemetery: Roth, Wiest, 
Spangler, Stover, Miller, and Stambaugh. 

Frank L. Crone. 
Fishels. 

Daniel, died Sept. 16, 1899, age 80 years, 9 months, and 2 days. 
('Father of Samuel Fissel who lives at LaBotte.) 

George, died Feb. 7, 1904, age 74 years, 6 months, and 22 days. 

Franklin, son of George and Saretta, died June 4, 1898, age 28 
years, 9 months, and 27 days. 

Alexander, died July 27, 1915, age 60 (?). 

Sarah, wife of Alexander, died Jan. 11, 1896, age 21 years, 8 months, 
and 21 days. 

George W., died May 29, 1910, age 56 years, 9 months, 29 days. 

Amanda S., wife of George, died April 2, 1879, age 24 years, 5 months, 
and 4 days. 

Michael S., died July 12, 1878, age 37 years, 6 months, and 16 days. 

Sarah, wife of George, died Jan. 1, 1875, age 79 years, 6 months, and 
26 days. 
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Anne M., daughter Alexander and Sarah, died April 12, 1875, age 
16 years, 1 month, and 21 days. 

Catherine, died Oct. 15, 1891, age 71 years, 3 months, and 15 days. 

Zachariah, died June 4, 1908, age 80 years, 5 months, and 18 days. 

John, died March 5, 1866, ago 71 years, 7 months, and 1 day. 

Mary M., died July 15, 1874, age 78 years, 11 months, and 20 days. 

Infant son of Michael and Mary, died Nov. 27, 1866. 

Christina, wife of Henry, died June 7, 1846, age 68 years. 

Sarah, wife of Samuel, Aug. 15, 1827 — Sept. 5, 1869. 

John Henrich, Sept. 16, 1766, Jan. 5, 1830. 

Johannes, June 14, 1791, April 24, 1814. 

Michael, Feb. 11, 1770— Nov. 30, 1815. 

Magdalena, wife of Michael, Nov. 10, 1775 — Dec. 20, 1841. 

Anna Barbara, May 13, 1704, April 3, 1823. 

Daniel, April 10, 1797— May 18, 1831. 

Margaret, June 16, 1806— Nov. 29, 1830. 

Leah, died Jan. 4, 1826, age 13 years, 4 months, and 5 days. 

David, March 16, 1807— March 18, 1830. 

George F., died Feb. 22, 1832, age not known. 

Salinda, died Feb. 28, 1832, age 6 mo. 21 days. 

Henrich, Aug. 2, 1793— March 6, 1814. 

Jacob, 1818— Aug. 22, 1823. 

Michael, died March 20, 1864, age 55 years, 9 months, and 8 days. 

Sarah, wife of Michael, died July 30, 1883, age 70 years, 9 months, 
and 14 days. 

Mary, wife of David, Dec. 28, 1796— Aug. 8, 1872. 

Amanda, daughter of Michael and Sarah, died Aug. 1, 1871, age 
21 years, 6 months, and 4 days. 

Savilla, Daughter Miehael, died Oct. 4, 1853, age 17 years, 11 months, 
and 10 days. 

"Hier ruhen die gebeine von Frederich Fishel er trat in diese welt am 
26ten Horning und verlies dieselbe an 27ten Aprill, 1817 seines altes 
30 jahren, 2 monaten, und 1 tag." 

Notice of Death of Josiah Jones, of Evesham, Burlington Co., 
N. J., 1770. — "On the 11th Inftant, were interred, in the Quakers Burial 
place, in Evefham, Burlington County, New Jersey, the Remains of 
Josiah Foster, who died at that Place two Days before, in the Eighty- 
eighth Year of his Age. 

Till the Springs of Action wore out by Decay of Time, he was always 
an induftrious Man, ftudying for Quiet, and minding his own Bufinefs, 
and, with the Blefflng of Providence, provided carefully for his Family. 

He was religioufly uniform, and very unexceptionable in his Con- 
duct. — Such the Regularity of his Life, and Temperance, that he never 
took a Vomit or Purge, nor was overcome by ftrong Drink. — Such his 
Humanity that he never fued any Person at Law, nor was ever fued 
himself." 

Penna Gazette, Jany. 18, 1770. 



